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HE GREAT 19TH CENTURY English writer and 
historian, John Ruskin, observed about the subject of 
architectural heritage: 

 
“Old buildings are not ours. They belong to 

those who built them, and partly to the 

generations who are to follow us. What we 

ourselves have built, we are at liberty to 

throw down. But what other men gave their 

strength, and wealth and life to accomplish, 

their right over it does not pass away with 

their death. 

 

It is with this thought in mind that the Town of Carberry, 
through its Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee, has 
embarked on a project—in partnership with the Historic 
Resources Branch of Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism 
(and also with the financial support of the Federal Government 
through its Historic Places Initiative)—to develop a major 
heritage initiative: Special Places, Carberry’s Significant 
Heritage Buildings.  
 
Carberry’s Special Places project (one of several underway 
across Manitoba with the support of the Historic Resources 
Branch and Heritage Grants Program) has been developed with 
two goals in mind: to ensure that communities undertake the 
kind of comprehensive inventory of sites and rigorous analysis 
and assessment that allows for a selection of those few 
buildings with real claims for heritage significance; and also in 
order to study and explore the community’s architectural 
history and by so doing to identify those physical and built 
qualities that combine to make Carberry an authentically 
distinct place. 
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HE TOWN OF CARBERRY has interesting and 
important historical claims, both in the context of 
Manitoba’s past as well as in our own regional history.  

 
It is our fascinating historic buildings, and their memorable 
physicality that continues to inform and define our identity. 
These buildings and sites remind us of our origins, and 
continue on a daily basis to connect us to the past but also to 
the sense of purpose that defined our community from the very 
start. 
 
The Town of Carberry has several important community 
architecture claims. It is the site of Manitoba’s first heritage 
district designation, which has seen the protection of a stretch 
of Main Street that contains—especially in its southern block—
a nearly intact presentation of a turn of the 20th century small-
town main street. Ongoing attention to sympathetic 
conservation will ensure that this Carberry treasure is rendered 
even more impressive over the years. 
 
Carberry also boasts a rare concentration of church buildings 
that define the three primary Protestant faiths of the late 1800s 
and early 1900s – Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist (now 
United). The three churches are not only within a block of each 
other (with the Anglican and United kitty-corner), providing a 
nearly unparalleled opportunity to view the churches of these 
“competing” faiths, they also allow visitors an opportunity to 
compare three equally impressive buildings and to explore the 
subtle architectural differences that define each faith. Several 

other small communities in Manitoba also contain a typical 
range of church buildings, but none can provide visitors with 
the same concentration—or the same high level of size and 
design—that Carberry offers. 
 
Many Manitoba communities have more varied, and even more 
impressive collections of Victorian- and Edwardian-era houses, 
but no other place has two buildings that so effectively capture 
the delight of one of the most popular architectural styles of the 
early 1900s – Queen Anne. The James White House is the 
bigger and more immediately impressive, but a small house on 
Ottawa Street is equally charming, and utterly unique in 
Manitoba in its unusual plan, form and detail. 
 
The following exploration of our built heritage has been 
organized by building type, a reasonable approach that allows 
for a focused reflection on the typical experiences of daily life 
in Carberry, now and 100 years ago: the domestic routine in 
houses, the give and take of commerce in stores, the spiritual 
refreshment found in churches. There are also sections on 
structures and sites and a concluding entry that highlights 
preliminary research done on Carberry’s early construction 
practices and the craftsmen who actually made our buildings. 
 
But we start with the topography and layout of our community, 
for it is these qualities that inform all else. 
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Community Form and Layout 
 
The town of Carberry is, like so many other Manitoba towns, a 
classic railway town in its history, form and layout. But 
Carberry has two interesting claims that set it apart from its 
contemporaries. Like many other towns established along the 
C.P.R. main line, its location was dictated by the railway, and 
various scattered established businesses had to be re-located to 
be closer to the line. But with Carberry the C.P.R. actually 
established the town twice, moving the station when land 
speculation threatened railway profits and control. And 
although many towns are named after, or by, C.P.R. directors, 
Carberry was likely the last town named by J.J. Hill (the 
famous railroader) before he left the C.P.R. to concentrate on 
his American interests.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The arrival of the C.P.R. in 1882 dictated the location of the 
new town site and the lots were surveyed in a typical grid 
pattern with commercial enterprises located along the street 
parallel to the tracks (Fourth Avenue) and along Main Street, 
which intersects near the old station site in a classic T-shaped 
pattern. In Carberry’s case, it was the intersecting street that 
evolved into the predominant business district: Main Street. 
The town continued to develop exclusively on the north side of 
the tracks, and although there was residential expansion both 
west and east of Main, it was the west side that saw the most 
growth and contains the largest concentration of fine older 
homes. A minor but interesting aspect of Carberry’s form 
involves its Main Street, or rather the back lanes of Main 
Street. The irregular surfaces and colourful juxtapositions of 
details makes for a picturesque destination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Archival view of Carberry’s Main Street, ca. 1900. 

 
  



Civic/Government 
 
Many Manitoba communities contain at least one building that can 
be seen to represent the theme of political life: a post office or a 
library. But most places have lost many other sites once associated 
with civic history: fire halls, town halls, gas works, jails. Carberry is 
fortunate in this regard, for there are three extant historic buildings 
that connect to this theme: the Old Town Hall, Former Post Office 
and Former MTS Building. While a very modest building, the 
community also contains a public washroom, one final addition to 
Carberry’s civic infrastructure. 
 
 

 
Carberry’s old Fire Hall. 
 

 
An archival view shows the Former Post Office (left) and Former MTS 

Building. 
 

 
The Old Town Hall when it was new, in 1907. 
 
  



 

 
  Detail of Carberry Presbyterian Church. 

 
 
 

Churches 
 
Carberry has an impressive number of faiths represented in its 
collection of church buildings (Anglican, United (former Methodist), 
Presbyterian, Pentacostal and Roman Catholic). The most impressive 
of these buildings, architecturally, are the three big Protestant 
churches, and their location within a block of each other (in fact the 
Anglican and United churches are kitty-corner) makes for a sight not 
found in many other places – a reminder of the determination of even 
small communities to provide their faiths with the most elaborate and 
affecting expression of their beliefs. 
 
Below: A view to the west, down Third Avenue from Main 

Street, shows the Anglican (left) and United churches of 

Carberry. 
 
 
  



Houses 
 
Carberry has the usual collection of residential architecture from the 
late 1800s and early 1900s – many small and modest houses, and 
several large and fancy near-mansions. Many of these buildings are 
not appreciably different from the kind of historic housing stock that 
many other southwestern towns contain. But there are two 
remarkable exceptions: the James White House—whose bichromatic 
brick walls and effervescent Queen Anne styling make it one of 
small-town Manitoba’s most engaging homes; and a small brick 
house on Ottawa Street, whose delicate and unusual form, and finely 
filigreed woodwork (picked out in white) are a unique Manitoba 
expression of whimsy and delight. 
 
 

James White House (also known as the Gingerbread House), 

Carberry’s most important house. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
House on Ottawa Street, an unusual and important 

example of Queen Anne style on a small and delightful 

building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Commercial Buildings 
 
With some 40 buildings and sites protected as a designated heritage 
district (Manitoba’s first), Carberry stakes a claim to having an 
exceptional opportunity to present and describe a typical small-town 
commercial streetscape from the turn of the 20th century. Many of the 
buildings are presently in less-than-pristine condition, but it is 
anticipated that these will be effectively conserved over the years. At 
the same time, some of the buildings merit special attention, given 
their architectural character, condition and high levels of integrity: 
Butt Building, Old Bank of Montreal, Modern Bakery, Davidson 
Building, Nelson Hotel and Charlie Sear Building. 
 
 
Archival view of the west side of Main Street, with the view dominated by the 

Old Bank of Montreal in the centre. 

 
Archival view of the east side of Main Street, looking north 

from Third Avenue. 
 
  



Schools 
 
Carberry, like other Manitoba towns, was once blessed with a 
substantial and important school building. And unfortunately, as was 
the case in so many other Manitoba communities, the old school was 
torn down, and so this connection to the educational heritage of 
Carberry has been lost.  
 
Halls and Recreational Sites and Buildings 
 
Certain Manitoba towns were enlivened around the turn of the 20th 
century by the opportunities for after-hours fun in a local opera 
house (usually actually providing vaudeville entertainment), pool 
hall, cinema or dance hall. Carberry’s major claim for the expression 
of this important aspect of Victorian and Edwardian era life was lost 
with the demolition of Victoria Hall, a major building that once 
anchored the south end of Main Street. 
 

Archival view of Victoria Hall, once Carberry’s primary destination for fun 

and frivolity. 
 
 

 

 
Carberry Consolidated School, demolished. 
 
 
 
 
  



Railway Buildings 
 
Carberry has lost its important and impressive CPR station, and so 
this vital connection to the origins of the town, and also to its very 
form (standing as it did at the head of Main Street) are no longer 
apparent. 
 
Industrial Buildings 
 
Many small Manitoba communities boasted important industrial or 
manufacturing operations that were a mainstay of local economic 
activity, at least for a few years. Carberry has a very notable (perhaps 
now even unique) claim in this regard. For many years the 
community was home to the James White Sash and Door Company, 
which provided window and door products for shipment throughout 
Manitoba. Mr. White’s factory building still stands, on Fourth Street 
at Selkirk, now used as a museum, and should be a source of great 
pride for the community. 
 
 

 
Carberry CPR) Station, ca. 1900, demolished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James White’s Sash and Door Factory, ca, 1904. 
 
  



Memorials and Cemeteries 
 
Like many other communities, Carberry has two notable sites 
connected to memorial activity – its cemetery just to the west of 
town and its war memorial, beside the Old Town Hall on Main 
Street. 
 
The Carberry Plains Cemetery is a major heritage site, not only the 
final destination for so many Carberry pioneers but also an 
exceptional example of Victorian-era cemetery design and 
additionally with exceptional examples of gravemarker design. 
 
The War Memorial is an affecting tribute to the many young men of 
the Carberry area who gave their lives in World Wars I and II. The 
unbearably long list of names engraved on the red granite base 
remind us of that sacrifice. The memorial itself is also important as a 
piece of design, with the military figure atop the shaft a fine example 
of craftsmanship. 
 
 

 
Gate at Carberry Plains Cemetery. 
 
 

 

 
Carberry War Memorial, beside the Old Carberry Town Hall. 
 
  


