
Landmarks 
Melita’s Significant Heritage Buildings  

he Melita Special Places project was 
inaugurated in 2011-12, with the first major 
component being a comprehensive and detailed 
inventory of 102 buildings and sites. Through rigorous 

analysis and assessment processes suggested to us by the 
province’s Historic Resources Branch, we have identified a 
handful of buildings that most effectively define and illustrate 
key aspects of our history and heritage. The following list of 12 
buildings constitutes the Melita Heritage Group’s 
recommendations and reminders to the community about those 
places that have major claims for heritage significance. 
 
 Christ Church Anglican 
 Victoria United Church 
 Melita School (Antler River Museum) 
 Winter Vault, Melita Cemetery 
 Post Office 
 I.O.O.F Hall 
 Northern Bank 
 Strand Theatre 
 Crerar House 

 Dobbyn House 
 Kaye House 
 Nellie Duncan House  

Each building and site is presented on the following pages, 
with an accompanying Heritage Value Statement that 
elucidates their key heritage attributes. This kind of short, sharp 
list will enable the community to focus attention and resources 
when it undertakes future heritage endeavours, be they a 
walking tour, community website, school projects, plaquing 
programs and even designations. 
 
As noted, the development of this list of significant sites was 
the result of careful and studied deliberations using standard 
heritage evaluation criteria, processes and scoring regimes. 
This work was carried out by the Melita Heritage Group with 
assistance from staff of the Historic Resources Branch of 
Manitoba Tourism, Culture, Heritage, Sport and Consumer 
Protection. We are grateful to the branch for their generous 
support and patient attention in this endeavour. 
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Archival view of Melita, ca. 1900.  
 
As a collection, these 12 buildings define many aspects and 
themes from Melita’s past, and do so through places that are at 
once significant, but also interesting and attractive.  
 
Our work with the province’s Historic Resources Branch, and 
especially its architectural historians, has allowed us to 
appreciate the landmarks of our community in a larger context. 
Thus we see several of our buildings reflecting important 

aspects of the kind of traditional architectural qualities 
expected at the turn of 20th century – fine churches in the 
Gothic Revival style, exquisite Queen-Anne- and Italianate-
style designs employed on our houses, the display of fine 
craftsmanship in wood and brick and even stone. But we also 
see that certain of the buildings featured here are truly special – 
the Melita School (now Antler River Museum) is a very rare 
surviving example of the kind of large consolidated school that 
once graced nearly all small Manitoba towns; the Winter Vault 
at Melita Cemetery is also rare, the kind of functional building 
that occasionally attains grace and dignity via its form and 
detailing; the Northern Bank is unique in Manitoba, a grand 
and stately little building carried out in the Classical Revival 
style, and once holding many a resident’s hopes and dreams; 
and the Strand Theatre is a rare small-town example of the Art 
Deco style – smooth and sleek. 
 
We thus observe that all of the buildings noted here, whether 
traditional or unique, are special, and are landmarks in our 
community, the necessary sites that help define Melita as a 
place that is distinct, notable and worth visiting! 
 
 
 
 
  



Christ Church Anglican 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement A frame building with rubble stone foundations, Christ Church Anglican Church (1897) was designed by its first clergyman, the Reverend William Stocker, who also carved the oak communion table. Oblong in plan, the building is entered through a gabled porch at the rear of one side, which is balanced on the opposite side by the slightly taller vestry wing. The delightful small vestry is panelled on the inside with original tongue-and-groove fir. A diminutive polygonal apse adorns the ecclesiastical east end and, together with the pointed windows and steeply-pitched roof, completes the Gothic Revival appearance of this building. 
 
 
 
 
  



Victoria United Church 
 

 Archival Photograph Courtesy University of Alberta Libraries. 
 

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement Named in honour of the Queen’s Jubilee year, the former Victoria Methodist Church (1897) is a fine example of the kind of small, sturdy masonry buildings put up in many thriving communities after the coming of the railway. Built in the Gothic Revival style, it is particularly notable for two features that still provide ornament and colour to the simple gable-fronted form: the uncoursed cut granite foundation and the unusual glazing pattern of the windows, with small squares of stained glass along each side and a sunburst in the pointed-arched top. The basic form of the original building is still clear despite modern additions to the front, side and rear. The larger front addition has similar massing, roof angle, and brick colour to the original building, with Gothic Revival detailing.  
 
  



Melita School (Antler River Museum) 
 

 Archival Photograph Courtesy University of Alberta Libraries. 
 

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement Melita School No. 440 (1893) began as a wood-frame four-room schoolhouse with a south-facing entrance tower, designed by W.H. Shillinglaw of Brandon. A 1905 addition doubled its size, and dual entrances on the west side replaced the south entrance. The tower was removed in 1912, when the building was clad in brick. This is a fine example of the kind of substantial, well-lit and well-ventilated building encouraged by the Department of Education in the booming post-railway period. The large arched windows and hipped roof are characteristic of the Georgian Revival style. The words “Johnston and Pope Builders” are spelled out in the brickwork of the chimney of the addition. The war memorial to 21 alumni, now missing its 24-metre flagstaff, was erected in 1923 with funds raised by the high school students. 
  



Winter Vault, Melita Cemetery 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The Winter Vault (1907) is an exceptional Manitoba example of an early-20th century vault, or dead house, once used to store the coffins of the deceased when the ground was frozen. The presence of a chimney and the attractive interior suggest that services might have taken place here. The coffin could be lowered through a trap door to the racks below, while the sloping site would allow outdoor access to the vault area for burial come spring. This diminutive brick building has many features of the Gothic Revival style, even to the single hammerbeam truss in the roof. Buttresses with stone caps provide structural support along the side walls and at the corners, and brick headers are used to form drip mouldings over each pointed-arched window. The main facade is dominated by a wide arched entrance with a quatrefoil window in the gable peak.  
 
 
  



Post Office 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement Melita Post Office (1937) is a well-preserved example of the modest but sturdy masonry post offices in a simplified Art Deco style that were built in many of Manitoba’s smaller communities in the 1930s to help establish a strong federal presence. The inset clock is very characteristic, as is the high-quality masonry work, with bricks used on end and as headers for decorative purpose, and with stone sills and detailing. The slightly projecting central bay, with its raised parapet and identifying panel, creates visual interest and gives this building a physical presence that belies its relatively small size. In many communities, these semi-standardized post offices are the last remnants of a once-prominent federal presence. 
 
  



I.O.O.F Hall 
 

 Archival Photograph showing IOOF Hall at left. 
 

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The IOOF Hall (1907) is a two-storey red brick building with Classical details  including the Palladian window in the second storey, the raised quoins at the corners, the stone entablature at second-floor height and the intact zinc cornice. The low gable roof is a later addition. Johnston and Pope were the builders. Surviving original interior features include some wood trim and doors and—though hidden—an elaborate tin ceiling. Described in the Winnipeg Tribune in 1927 as “a very handsome building,” the IOOF Hall has fulfilled many functions in addition to housing the IOOF meeting hall in its upper level. The ground floor has been home to a wide range of businesses from ice cream parlour to musical instrument dealer to undertaker. For a quarter of a century from 1912 it housed the Post Office and the Customs House. 
 
 
  



Northern Bank 
 

 Archival Photograph Courtesy Provincial Archives of Manitoba, ca. 1967. 
 

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement Twin to one in Qu’appelle, SK, this building (1906) represents a new bank’s effort to create a corporate image for prairie towns in the early 20th century. The unusual and eclectic design has many of the architectural features that were standard for banks by this period, intended to project stability in an era before guaranteed deposits. The classical doorway with triangular pediment, second-storey colonnade, and heavy entablature with a roofline balustrade are standard features combined in unexpected ways. The pedimented door is set beneath a broad elliptical arch, with the spandrels adorned with carved bison heads; the colonnade is revealed to be a row of three windows flanked by engaged columns; and the whole building, seen from the side, turns out to be an almost-ordinary early-20th century brick commercial building, and not, after all, a tiny temple. The building was designed by Blair and Northwood, who had their office in the Northern Bank headquarters building in Winnipeg. 
  



Strand Theatre 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement Originally called the Stardust, the Strand (1946) is a fine example of a mid-century community theatre. The theatre originally sat 400 patrons, and there was a three-bedroom apartment at the rear of the building. From the start, it was air conditioned—a key element in drawing people to the movies on a hot summer day. The Strand’s Art Deco/boomtown skyline recalls the spectacular architecture often favoured for theatres, scaled back by an operator with less deep pockets than the city chains. The building once had an inset central  entrance with a staircase leading up to paired doors, all flanked by dramatic curving walls (the curved corners are still visible under the canopy). In 1984 an addition was added at the north side, and the entrance was moved; it was probably at this time that the wide central alcove was filled in and the front of the brick building was stuccoed and painted.  
 
 
  



Crerar House 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The Crerar House (c. 1900) is a typical example of the kind of comfortable and attractive, but not ostentatious, frame house that was built for many middle-class patrons around the turn of the century. From 1902 to 1927 it was home to the lawyer John C. Crerar, who opened a law office in Melita in 1891, practising in the town for 37 years. He came here from south-western Ontario by way first of Minnedosa, where he practised law and served as the town’s first mayor, and then of a law practice in Birtle. In 1881 he was elected to the Manitoba assembly in a by-election. The house is notable for its attractive front and side porches, with fine Victorian decorative woodwork on both the porches and the front bay. The surviving iron and concrete fence and concrete gateposts are also of interest. 
  



Dobbyn House 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The Dobbyn House (c. 1900) is named for Richard John Dobbyn, a pioneer who homesteaded in the Melita area in 1882 before moving into town. He was the patriarch of a large family, members of which lived in this house for decades. R.J. Dobbyn served the area for years as a councillor, reeve and mayor. The Dobbyn House is an excellent example of a large brick foursquare with     fine decorative woodwork on the full-width front porch, central second-storey balcony and dormer. A substantial masonry house like this is a testament to the prosperity that could result from a combination of hard work and good luck for those who started with a quarter-section in Manitoba’s settlement years. 
 
  



Kaye House 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The Kaye House (1908) is a typical example of wood-frame domestic architecture from the early-twentieth century. Its basic L-shaped form is enlivened by a porch, supported by simple classical columns, that wraps around two sides. Modest in size and with little ornament, it has a flexible interior layout capable of accommodating various functional demands. The house gained prominence during the tenure of Dr. H.A. Kaye and his family, who occupied it from 1952 to 1990. This well-known physician also served as coroner for the district. He tended to patients in their homes in and around the rural community, while also providing medical services in the private confines of his own house.  
 
 
  



Nellie Duncan House 
 

  

 
 
 Heritage Value Statement The Nellie Duncan House (c. 1908) is an exceptional example of a modest-sized but elegantly-appointed brick cottage with extensive decorative details. The basically square plan, capped by a truncated pyramidal hipped roof, is enlivened by an oblong bay on one side and a small el on the other, which, together with the full-width porch and the three dormers with their fish scale shingles, give the house a charming picturesque appearance. The house has a high level of physical integrity, and retains many features that are often lost. These include the front porch with its original columns, most main floor windows, with their attractive glazing pattern and stained glass, and considerable interior woodwork including original doors. The front door, with its side and upper transoms, provides an attractive and welcoming entrance. 
 


