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In spite of numerous difficulties, one of George's children 
wrote: "My earliest recollections are of a happy family of 
mother, father and eight children seated about a long table with 
an oil-cloth cover and a kerosene lamp in the centre. The little 
red school was soon built on the side of the farm and here I 
spent some of the happiest years with neighbouring children, 
many of them our cousins. Gathering wild flowers and picking 
berries on our way to school in the autumn; sliding down the 
snow-covered hills in winter; story-telling and the best books 
we could procure for the winter evenings were all happy 
memories." 
 
George's early farming years were hazardous. The first crops 
provided only seed and feed. Fear of frosts before harvesting 
the late crops was prevalent. Straw was placed in piles about 
the fields and on calm, frosty nights the straw was kept burning 
all night, so that the smoke would hold the heat down on the 
crops. The sheaves were tied with wire. 
 
The coyotes were hungry and prowled about seeking food. One 
evening one of the children was sent to bring the cows home 
and she soon became aware wolves were following them. The 
wolves came closer and closer, snapping at the cows' hooves. 
She clung to the strap of the leader cow's bell and with the 
galloping herd, got safely home. Other predators, mink and 
weasel, carried off the chickens. 
 
But perseverance paid off. Those farmers who struggled in the 
early years became the well-established, and successful farmers 
of the next era. Eventually there were surplus crops and the 
Playfairs, like so many others, had a new and bigger house for 
their second home. 

 
For nearly 40 years George was actively involved with almost 
every community endeavour. He was chairman of Wolseley 
School and served as a trustee there and on the Baldur School 
Board. He was elected warden or reeve, in the fall of 1881, to 
the first Argyle Council, sworn in by A.W. Playfair, 
Commissioner. He was a member of the first Baldur Town 
Board formed in 1906. He and Jessie were staunch members 
and strong supporters of the Methodist Church, serving on 
boards and committees. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 602. 
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We Made Baldur 
Financial Services 
 
Banker Frank Schultz 
 

 
  

 
Originally came from Ontario, Frank and Margaret Schultz 
settled at Mapleton on the banks of the Red River north of 
Winnipeg, where Frank taught school. On leaving there, they 
moved to the Belmont district where Frank took up a 
homestead south of the town. Needing money, he undertook to 
teach at Northfield School near Wawanesa. There Nellie 
McClung was one of his pupils. She made several references to 
him in her book "Clearing in the West". Later in thankful 
remembrance of her early teacher, she sent Margaret a copy of 
each of her books as they were published. 
 
In 1892 Frank opened a real estate and insurance office and 
established a little private bank in the new town of Baldur. 
After a few years the Union Bank decided to open a branch in 
Baldur. They took over his little branch and he became their 
manager, a position he held for the rest of his life. 
 
In politics he was a strong liberal and the family were brought 
up in that political persuasion. A story was told of Sir Clifford 
Sifton coming out to Baldur to speak at a political rally. All the 
Schultz family, father, mother and five sons, were there. Stuart, 
the youngest, and under school age was seated with his friends 
in the from seats. When Mr. Sifton finished his speech and 
people began to clap, Stuart excitedly asked his pals, "Is he a 
liberal? Is he a liberal?" When assured that he was, he too burst 
into most enthusiastic applause. He was not going to clap for 
anyone not of his true political faith. 
 
They were a most hospitable family and the boys always felt 
free to bring their friends home for a meal and social activities. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 624. 
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Union Bank of Canada Building in Baldur. 
(Photo courtesy Archives of Manitoba) 
 

Banking in Baldur 
 
The Union Bank opened in 1903. Mr. Schultz was manager of 
the Bank until 1915. He was succeeded by Mr. J. A. Mitchell as 
acting manager. In 1916, Mr. E. H. Bally was appointed 
manager and when the Union Bank was taken over by the 
Royal Bank in 1925, he continued as manager until 1927. Mr. 
Bally was replaced by Mr. R. S. Hodge until 1934 when he was 
retired on pension. Mr. T. W. Cancannon succeeded him until 
1936, when he was pensioned. Mr. F. H. Bridge succeeded Mr. 
Cancannon. 

 
F. Schultz, Private Banker 
 
Frank Schultz came to Manitoba in the '80's, taught school a 
few years at Mapleton, then moved to  Belmont, where he was 
connected with the office of Frank Burnett for about three 
years. A year or two ago he bought from the Northern Pacific 
railway the townsite of Baldur and is the veritable Lord of the 
Manor. He is master of Baldur Lodge. No, 27, I.O.O.F., is an 
enthusiastic Orangeman and has been an active worker in the 
order for years. At the recent session of their grand lodge he 
was elected to the responsible position of Grand Master. He 
never rests, is always on the move, and it is not his fault if 
Baldur is not one of the most progressive towns in the 
province. 
 
The first town board was formed on May 6, 1906. A meeting of 
the ratepayers was called on that date and following were 
elected: Messrs. Frank Schultz (chairman), G. W. Playfair, and 
Alex Fowler. 
 
From the 1899 Historical Edition of the Baldur Gazette 
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We Made Baldur 
Educator 
 
Teacher Mildred Bateman 
 

 
The girl at the far right leaning on the fence is Mildred 
Bateman. Her teaching career in Baldur and area 
touched hundreds of lives over several decades. She 
lived most of her life in this modest home on Oak 
Creek Road. (Photo courtesy S. J. McKee Archives) 

 
Mildred Alice, seventh and last of the family of Arthur and 
Ellen Bateman, arrived Sept. 24, 1897. She remembers her 
early life as being that of an only child in a family of adults, - 
six of them, and all were her friends. But, of course, there were 
no little playmates either, but these she found in the homes 
down the street, so she never really thought about it until much 
later. Then she finally realized what a lucky little "kid" she had 
been, with such a family and such friends. 
 
School  and  Sunday  School   brought   their   own challenges, 
with whole new vistas of knowledge to be explored, and a 
world of books to be enjoyed – ever changing as the years went 
by. 
 
Before teaching in Baldur, Mildred taught briefly at Rosehill 
and Holmfield, then spent four years working at the Union 
Bank in Baldur. Those four years were not only pleasant but of 
great value to her, and she was always grateful for the 
opportunity which came so unexpectedly. 
 
Most of Mildred's working years were spent in Baldur School, 
teaching at various times in grades from III to VIII, and having 
the opportunity of working with children who appreciated 
everything that was done for them, such as the opportunity of 
competing in music festivals.  
 
She was also grateful for the privilege of working in Church 
and Sunday School; with the classes, the choirs and the 
women's organizations, where again she found good fellowship 
and loyalty which endured through the years. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 300. 
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A Day in the Life of a Teacher 
 
A teacher’s duties in the late 1800s and early 1900s were many, 
varied and difficult. Many teachers walked a mile or more to 
work every morning, and home in the evening through farmer’s 
fields, herds of cows, rainstorms, or blizzards. Some had the 
luxury of riding horses for lengthy distances. 
 
Upon arrival at school, the new teacher drew pails of drinking 
and washing water from the well, then set them up just inside 
the front door of the school. If it was a cold morning she would 
gather wood from the woodpile and start a fire. If it was hot she 
would see to it to open the windows and door. She might sweep 
the floor and wipe off the rough-hewn plank chairs and desks. 
She would check to make sure the “privies” or outhouses were 
tidy and sanitary, and make sure that her black-laquered 
plywood blackboard was washed.  
 
Next, she dealt with the arrival of her students, many of them 
immature and ignorant. The male students could be much 
larger than she, and even older in years—and some resented 
being there at all, away from farm work. There could be jeers 
and jibes, truancy, and general disobedience. Many 19th-
century female teachers complained that teaching was 
especially hard when “big boys” flirted, teased or defied them. 
 
The curriculum usually included reading, writing, basic 
arithmetic, a little geography and history. Books were scarce 
and teaching tools few. The texts often took the form of moral 
tracts or primers of childish virtues and sometimes children 
were even asked to bring whatever books were at home, such 
as an almanac or old textbooks.  
 

The blackboard proved essential as she printed and wrote 
lessons while students copied notes onto slates. Most students 
had to furnish their own supplies including writing slates and 
chalk. It would be some years before scribblers and pencils 
came into use, and only when there was money to buy them. In 
rural schoolhouses, apart from overcrowding, practical 
solutions had to be sought to overcome darkness and poor 
ventilation.  
 
 

 
Baldur's present school building was erected on 
the old site on the corner of Main and 
Government Road in the year 1905. (From the 
Baldur Gazette Special Historical Edition, March, 
14, 1940) 



36 
 

We Made Baldur 
Clergy 
 
Community Religious Leaders 
 

 
Cornerstone Ceremony for the new Baldur 
Methodist Church, May 23, 1904. (Photo courtesy 
the S. J. McKee Archives) 

 
The establishment of religious services was an early priority in 
the Baldur area as elsewhere. Throughout the 1880s a home or 
a school house often doubled as a place of worship. Building a 
church could have to wait.  
 
In the early 1880s, Bethel Church was built on the W.J. Welsh 
farm (NE 34-4-14). The decision to build was made at a 
meeting, of which the Rev. Wm. McKinley was chairman, and 
which included Tom Leslie, Messrs. Rogers and Huffman. 
During the ministry of Oliver Darwin, Bethel Church was 
moved to town. 
 
Early histories refer to the Methodist Otenaw Circuit which 
included Excelsior, Grund, Belmont, and Rosehill. Otenaw 
services would have been held at a home. The Minister was 
Rev. James Hoskins in 1884. 
 
In 1882, owing to exertions of W. J. Porter and others, a 
schoolhouse was built at Rosehill which for some time after 
1889 was used for Methodist church services. Prior to that the 
first Methodist services in the district were in the William Stark 
home. 
 
The first Presbyterian and Methodist services were held in the 
upstairs of the Blacksmith shop. In the year 1891 a frame 
church from the Tiger Hills was hauled to Baldur and church 
services of all denominations took place there until churches 
were built. In 1898 an Anglican church was erected with 
Archbishop McRae as dedicator and Rev. Belter as rector. 
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In 1900 the Presbyterian Church was erected, a solid brick 
edifice of ample dimensions, with a basement for Sunday 
school, all heated by a furnace, sat a cost of $3,000.00. The 
dedicatory services were conducted by the pastor, the Rev. 
McKay at 11 a.m. and Rev. T. B. Wilson and the Rev. J. J. 
Clemens in the evening. 
 
In 1904 the Methodist church was built on the corner of 
Second and Carrey at a cost of $10,000.00. It was opened on 
October 16, 1904. The Rev. Hamilton Wigle, B.A., of Regina, 
President of the Assiniboia Conference, preached the 
dedicatory sermon. In 1907 the Lutheran Church was built on 
the corner of Government Road and Carey Street. It was a 
white brick edifice. The dedicatory service took place on Nov. 
24th, 1907. The President of the Synod, the Rev. J. Bjarnason, 
and the Rev. F. Hallgrimson officiated . 
 
Baldur’s Historic Churches 
 
Baldur United Church: Built at 202 Second Street in 1904 as a 
Methodist Church. The Rev. H. J. Miller was minister at the 
time. The building is a Municipal Heritage Site. 
 
St. Mark’s Anglican Church: Built in 1898 on Oak Creek Rd N. 
 
St. Immanuel Lutheran Church: Built in 1907, with Arni 
Sveinson as head carpenter. It is located on Oak Creek Rd. N. 
 
 

 
Notable Early Clergy 
 
Rev. James Hoskins 
First Resident Minister in 1884, responsible for the Otenaw 
Circuit composed of Otenaw, Excelsior, Grund, Rosehill and 
Belmont. 
 
Rev. J.H.L. Joslyn 
Married Alex and Margaret Fowler on the Playfair farm in 
1895. 
 

 
Baldur Methodist Church, 1904. (Photo courtesy 
S. J. McKee Archives) 
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We Made Baldur 
Merchant 
 
Postmaster Alex Fowler 
 

 
Photo from the S. J. McKee Archives 
 
Alexander (Sandy) was born in Seaforth, Ontario in 1868. In 
1881, Alex, with his father, W.O. Fowler and family, came 
west and farmed in the Chesley district of Oakland 
Municipality. The Assessment Roll of 1886, lists Alexander 
Fowler "18 years, E 27-7-18, 300 acres under cultivation, 
single. Church of England, one cow, three young cattle, seven 
pigs". 
 
It was during this period that Sandy and his brother-in- law 

shared in one of the many hazards of pioneering. They set off 
for Waskada, to buy seed and were enveloped in a blinding 
blizzard. All contact with roads was lost, but eventually, they 
discovered a small shack and nearby, a snow-covered tumble-
down shed. In these, men and horses holed-in for the two day 
blizzard. The anxious family greeted them joyfully on their 
return. 
 
Various stores and offices sprang up in the Municipality of 
Argyle, with the coming of the railway in 1889, and in the fall 
of 1891, Alex Fowler came to Baldur to operate the newly-
built Manitoba Elevator of which Company his father was 
president.   
 
In 1895, Alex married Margaret, daughter of George William 
Playfair. They were married in the new farm home at Otenaw, 
(the home of Irene and Hugh Playfair,) by the Rev. J.H.L. 
Joslyn.   
 
In 1899, he built the Fowler Block, to which the saddlery 
business was moved. Mr. G.W. Brisbin was assistant until 
harness-making and repairs were taken over by Ami Bjornson. 
Ami was in charge for 50 years, and during that time the "back 
shop" became an informal meeting place for customers and 
friends to discuss the affairs of the day. The second home was 
now above the store. The post office was relocated in the store 
in 1904, when Alex took it over from his father. In 1933, he 
built a new post office on Second Street.      
 
Alex was elected secretary-treasurer of the new school, built in 
1905, a service he enjoyed for 24 years. When the ratepayers 
met to elect the first council in March, 1906, he was elected a 
member. He was also on the board of the first skating rink. He 
was a shareholder and director of the 1914 rink.  
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A keen sportsman, he played first base for the original Baldur 
baseball team, and enjoyed golf.  He was honoured by a life 
membership in the Manitoba Curling Association and at that 
time he had attended 44 consecutive Winnipeg bonspiels. In 
1909, he was a member of the first Canadian curling team to 
curl in Scotland. Hunting was always a high point of the year.   
 

 
Baldur’s Elizabeth Avenue in the early 1900s. 
The Fowlers, Frank Schultz and Percy Curtis 
built a good part of Baldur’s business district. 
W.O. Fowler’s residence is at the left, Mr. 
Schultz’s bank near centre and the Fowler 
Block and the Curtis Block dominate the right 
side of this archival image. (Photo courtesy 
S. J. McKee Archives) 
 
 

 
W.O. Fowler 
 
Alex Fowler’s father, William Oliver Fowler was born at 
Dandy Wiske, Yorkshire in 1839, just before the family 
immigrated to Canada in 1840, and settled in Ontario at 
Harpurhey, now Seaforth. 
 
Allured by the adventure and opportunity of the Canadian 
West, in 1874, William made his first trip travelling by St. Paul 
and the Red River to old Fort Garry. He brought his family 
West in 1881, and took up land in the Chesley district of the 
Municipality of Oakland, near the junction of the Assiniboine 
and Souris Rivers. Here, he farmed and was a councillor. 
 
He came to Baldur in 1891, where he built a flour and feed 
shop, and a bakery. He was a major shareholder in the 
Manitoba Elevator Co. In 1893, he built a two-storey brick 
building in the same area. His house, made of "St. Boniface 
brick", was erected in 1898-1899 and remains a Municipal 
Heritage site. 
 
William was active in the community. A strong advocate of 
advanced education, he served for 10 years as secretary-
treasurer of the Simpson School District. He promoted the 
building of the Presbyterian Church and became superintendent 
of the Sunday School. William was postmaster from 1897-
1904.  
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We Made Baldur 
Tradesperson 
 
Blacksmith Harry Goodman 
 

 
 

 
The Historical Edition of the Baldur Gazette from March 14, 
1940 in recalling the earliest businesses established in the new 
village of Baldur noted that: 
 
“G. W. Cramer built a blacksmith shop, manned by Harry 
Goodman, who had deserted his trade to go on a homestead 
five miles east of town.” Thus the first two blacksmith shops in 
Baldur in 1890 were operated by Harry Goodman and William 
McKnight. Harry Goodman's blacksmith shop sat where the 
Baldur Hotel is now situated. He lived in a house to the north 
of it. Harry and his son Frank, worked at blacksmithing there 
until 1911, when Alex Mitchell bought the shop and house. 
 
Mr. Goodman served as blacksmith for many years. He af-
terwards moved to Transcona where he became foreman in the 
car shops of the C.N. railway. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 152. 
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A Day in the Life of a Blacksmith 
 
For the early settlers, the blacksmith was perhaps the most 
essential tradesman. Not only did he make the iron parts for the 
first farming implements, he also could repair all iron objects 
by hammering them by hand on an anvil. 
 
After heating the iron until white-hot, the blacksmith would 
then shape and wield a multitude of objects from it, including 
carriage bolts and wheels, iron work, cooking utensils, and 
most importantly, horseshoes. 
 
Blacksmiths who made horseshoes were called farriers, derived 
from the Latin word for iron. At a time when horses were the 
only means of transport, the blacksmith was important to not 
only individual farmers and travelers, but also to merchants 
whose businesses depended on transporting their goods to other 
places. Also, because they spent much of their time shoeing 
horses, blacksmiths gained a considerable amount of 
knowledge about equine diseases. 
 
The new industrial output of the late 1800s allowed the smith 
to improve his shop. With a small boiler, steam engine, and a 
system of overhead shafts, pulleys, and leather belts, the 
formerly hand operated shop equipment like the post drill, the 
blower, and other equipment could he easily powered. The 
small belt powered machines like the Little Giant trip hammer 
or its blacksmith built counterpart took its place in many small 
shops. Later, the "steam" part of the steam driven leather belt 
systems were replaced with small gasoline engines or electric 
motors. In time, many power hammers were fitted with their 
own electric motors. 

 
Many blacksmiths were manufacturers as well. Wagon boxes, 
the setting of wagon and buggy tyres, lathe turned parts for 
spinning wheels, the single bob manure sleigh, the making of 
sleigh runners, bolsters, bunks and tongues, and the custom 
manufacture of truck transfer boxes with cattle hauling 
equipment were some of the items fabricated with finesse 
befitting the labourers. Always, along with the aforesaid, there 
were the innumerable interruptions to repair broken machinery 
as is wont to happen in a mixed farming area. 
 
 

 
This Buffalo Forge advertising card shows an “old” 
brick forge and bellows and a “new” style forge and 
blower. Note the hood at the back of the new forge. 
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We Made Baldur 
Public Servant 
 
Town Official John Harrower 
 

 

 
John Harrower was born in Ontario. He married Annie 
Couzens, who was born in 1854 to Elizabeth and Charles 
Couzens of Albany, New York. Annie spent her childhood in 
Guelph, Ontario. John and Annie were married at Aberfoyle in 
1875. They lived at Walkerton, Ontario until 1878. In 1879, 
they came to Argyle and settled in the Roseberry district. In 
1891, they moved into the new town of Baldur. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 461. 
 
A meeting held on the 22nd of January 1889 is an important 
stone in Argyle's history for on that date William Stark retired 
as secretary - Treasurer of the municipality; and John 
Harrower, on the motion of Councillor R. Johnson. William 
Stark had served the Municipality for a period of seven years, 
they were the formative years in municipal growth; and 
undoubtedly some of the wisdom of early leaders could be 
traced to the sound adice of William Stark. Today after fifty 
years it is a pleasure to read his minutes. Minutes written with 
bold strokes of the pen and contain an almost unsurpassed 
wealth of detail. John Harrower, his successor became an 
institution in Argyle. He held his office for 44 years. He saw 
Argyle grow from a scantily settled pioneering community to 
one of the wealthiest municipalities of the Province. The 
Municipality of Argyle was John Harrower's greatest love and 
he served it faithfully. When he retired in 1933 he was 
succeeded by his daughter Miss Gladys Bessie Harrower.  
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The complexities of modern civilization have added greatly to 
the burden of municipal administration. Municipal Councils 
and Municipal officers of today have to grapple with a vast 
amount of work unknown and undreamt of by the men of the 
1880’s., yet in reading the minutes of March 5th, 1889, I find 
some similarity in the problems. In that year the municipality 
found it necessary to advance money for seed grain under 
conditions somewhat similar to those employed in recent years. 
On that date they had to give consideration to a petition 
praying that a bridge be built between sections 3 and 10 in 
Township 4 range 14; but the praying petition had no effect, for 
the Council said no. They also listened to a long complaint 
about Roseberry School, yet judging from the action taken on 
the matter we are rather of the opinion that the worthy coun-
cillors believed the complaint had no foundation. They 
appointed two assessors and paid them $50 a year each. They 
donated $25 to the Winnipeg General Hospital; and so 
throughout the minutes we find these, pioneers dealing with 
subjects that I still found familiar to modern ears. 
 
From the Baldur Gazette Special Historical Edition, 1940: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The premises of Harrower and Price which doubled as 
the Municipal Office. 
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We Made Baldur 
Merchant 
 
Implement Dealer Christian Johnson 
 

 
Christian and Arnbjorg Johnson 

 
Having left Iceland in 1873, there is record of him at 
Kinmount, Ontario in 1875, where the group of immigrants 
secured work building the railway. In the same year he joined a 
small delegation to explore the Red River Valley as a possible 
site for the Icelandic colony. Obtaining a large enough block of 
land eventually led them to the shore of Lake Winnipeg, with 
Christian Johnson settling at Vidines where Christian is 
recorded to have been the schoolteacher at Vidines on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. 
 
Early in 1880, together with a small delegation, he traveled by 
rowboat, steamship and on foot to the Tiger Hills and the 
Argyle settlement. With him was Sigurdur Christopherson, the 
first Icelander to file entry on a homestead at Grund. Christian 
Johnson also filed shortly after and these lands remain with the 
family today.   
 
He appears to have been a lively participant in politics, church 
and community. Like virtually all the Icelanders, he was a 
vigorous Liberal and was chief returning officer for Mountain 
in 1892. As the Reeve of Argyle in 1896, he is reported to have 
"served with resolution and dignity". 
 
He was also on the Baldur’s earliest and most influential 
businessmen. In 1893 he established an implement dealership 
in Baldur on the lot where Alex Fowler built his block in 1899. 
 
He  later moved to the corner of Elizabeth and First. In 
September, 1899, and built an additional warehouse 30 feet by 
50 feet. 
 
Adapted from Come into our Heritage, page 494. & 154 
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Mr. Christian Johnson, the industrious and progressive Deering 
Implement Agent, has had his commodious warerooms painted, 
a chimney built over the office, and a handsome sign placed on 
the front street end of the building. Mr. Johnson has the largest 
and most commodious implement rooms of any machine agent 
in the province." 
 
Christian's sons, Jack and Thomas, joined the business and the 
business continued under the name C. Johnson and Sons after 
Christian's death in 1918. Jack died in 1935, and Tom 
continued until 1947, when this business, known as the John 
Deere Agency, was sold to Andres 
Anderson. 
 
Quote from the Baldur Gazette Special Historical Edition, 1940. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Johnson’s Implement Agency at 
Elizabeth & 1st. 
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Implement Dealers 
 
Christian Johnson’s business as an implement dealer was a key 
one in Baldur, and one that many other individuals also 
attempted over the years. All would have been very familiar 
with all lines of farm machinery, and of the firms that 
manufactured them. 
 
Prior to 1900, all manufacturing consisted of short-line 
companies: full-line companies emerged primarily as a means 
to overcome competition. International Harvester Company 
(IHC), for instance, was formed in 1902 as an amalgamation of 
the five largest existing manufacturers of harvest equipment at 
the time. 
 
Canada had two full-line companies: Massey-Harris (later to 
become Massey-Harris-Ferguson, and finally Massey-
Ferguson) and Cockshutt, both located in the Hamilton region 
of Ontario. The Massey Company at one time was the world’s 
largest manufacturer of farm equipment; however, it fell on 
hard times and went into receivership in 1988. 
 
It is important to make the connection between the blacksmith 
shop and farm equipment manufacture, as it has often been said 
that the innovations and progressive ideas for machinery 
improvements largely came from farmers.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Perry and Edna Cowan and Nellie Carter in 1928. 
  


